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Bucknell Habitat Chapter Spends Spring Break                                          
on North Carolina Build 

 Each spring, a delegation from the Bucknell University Habitat 
for Humanity campus chapter plans a trip to a different part of the 
United States to build houses for families in need. 
 Union-Snyder Habitat for Humanity's Public Relations Commit-
tee asked Jordan Makansi, a junior civil engineering and music 
double major at Bucknell, to keep a journal during the Habitat 
student trip to Albemarle, N.C. this year. A group of 20 students 
and two chaperones spent a week installing siding, painting doors 
and constructing a deck on a three-bedroom house for a local 
family in need. Staying in a local church, the group also bonded 
with volunteers and took some time for hiking and bowling. 
 Here are some excerpts from Makansi's account: 
 
Sunday, March 13:  
 Our group of 20 students and Bucknell staff chaperones Ron 
Marquette and John Cummins met at the Chi Phi fraternity park-
ing lot at 7:30 a.m. and we were off by 7:42 a.m. We were making 
great time and reached the halfway point of our trip at noon, but 
after lunch, our luck turned. Our directions said to turn on Albe-
marle Road, but we soon discovered that before it becomes Albe-
marle, the road is called Troy Road, Biscoe Road, Route 24/27 
and Route 109.  
 We managed to find our way to the church in Albemarle, where 
we will be staying this week, and met our hosts from the Stanly 
County Habitat for Humanity affiliate. Larry Emerick, the affiliate's 
construction coordinator, and Cemita Gibbs, the executive direc-
tor, thanked us for coming to help build. They will provide us with 
many free meals in exchange for our work, making our trip a lot 
less expensive.  
 The church is BIG and has great facilities. There's a movie-
style theater, a gymnasium and a kitchen, and the room where 
they hold services is pretty. We settled in then headed out for 
some food at a local restaurant, Little Tokyo. We were tired after 
our 10-hour drive so we stayed in and watched a movie.   
 
Monday, March 14: 
 A hearty breakfast is served every morning from 6:15 to 7:15 in 
the gymnasium: eggs, cereal, doughnuts, coffee, fruit and milk. 
Then, off to the building site at 8:15 a.m. Larry, the Habitat con-
struction coordinator, led us to the building site and gave us a     
                 (continued on page 2)

 One by one, LaTanya Williams and her children stepped for-
ward and told the dozens of volunteers and Union-Snyder Habitat 
for Humanity supporters what homeownership will mean to them. 

 
"This is an opportunity for me to do better," said Delshon Brown, 
15. 
 
"To me, it means I can start can new life and get some new 
friends and have my own room," Randy Williams, 12, said.  
 
"To me, this is a fresh start," said Nadiyah, 11. "I am excited be-
cause I get to go to a new school." 
 
The youngest, India, 7, couldn't find the words. She cozied up to 
her mom as LaTanya Williams tried to sum it up: 
 
"It's overwhelming," she said. "It's an experience and a blessing. 
This is a gift from God, a new beginning and the start of a founda-
tion for us."   
                                                                      (continued on page 4) 

Williams Family looks forward to new 
start in Kratzerville 

Bucknell students install siding on North Carolina home. 



quick tour and overview of the house, which has three bedrooms 
and a large kitchen.  
 He set us up in groups of five or six people and assigned us jobs 
such as laying siding, building the deck or painting doors. I was on 
the team that installed the insulation. Work was fun, and we have a 
very enthusiastic group. 
 At 11:30 a.m., we went to lunch at Cici's Pizza, then back to 
work!  Everyone was tired by 2:30 p.m., so Larry gave us the go-
ahead to leave.  
 Later that night, we had dinner at El Ranchito, a Mexican place 
recommended by one of the locals. The owner of the restaurant 
asked me what we were doing and where we were from. Being in a 
small town, we get a considerable amount of interest and attention. 
Having locals interested in what we are doing is great because it 
gives us a sense of appreciation for community service. 
 
Tuesday, March 15: 
 Today is our day off, so we will do some hiking at a nearby state 
park.  It's nice that this day is earlier in the week, because it means 
that we get some more bonding time as a group before we continue 
building. The day was off to somewhat of an embarrassing start, 
though. I had to be awakened by Cemita at 6:50 a.m. so I could 
make a speech to a group of middle and high school students. I 
threw on some clothes and splashed water on my face then got on 
stage. The theme of the week was "life's journey," so I talked about 
how building a house is like the journey of life, and stressed the 
importance of having a strong foundation for the house, i.e. doing 
well in school to make a life's journey enjoyable.   
 
Wednesday, March 16: 
 After a day off, everyone was excited to get back at work. We got 
lots of painting done and installed siding and insulation, worked on 
window measurements, cut wood for window panes and constructed 
a deck. Larry brought us lunch at noon, and we continued to work 
until 2 p.m.   
 The weather was so nice, we organized a soccer game then Fris-
bee, followed by dinner at the church. To show our gratitude to our 
hosts, students Nate Deysher, Mike Pressl and I played the piano, 
and the church pastor introduced me to the congregation. I realized 
this was my chance to tell everyone how grateful we were for having 
such a nice, comfortable and clean place to stay.  
 We really feel part of the community. After dinner, some of us 
sang with the choir and others attended a talk about religions 
around the world. I was proud of our group for participating in the 
activities. A little while later, Ron, our chaperone, asked to see me. 
My first thought was that I was in trouble. But it turned out that an-
other one of the Bucknell students, Yanjka Tseveensuren, found an 
eye doctor who was willing to help me. Yanjka told him that one of 
my contact lenses had ripped while I was working on the build. He 
took me to his office down the road and gave me free contact 
lenses. 
 
Thursday, March 17:  
 We worked hard all morning on the interior doors, windows and 

painting. I have given up trying to keep my clothes clean. I had fun 
painting my clothing and so did others. I think it is evidence of work-
ing hard, having paint on your jacket, shoes and pants.   
 
Friday, March 18:  
 Just as we were getting settled into the community, it was our last 
full day. We got as much done as possible on the house including 
caulking, flooring, tarring and more door installations. A news report-
er came by to ask a few questions and take pictures. It was a bitter-
sweet feeling leaving the house, Larry, Cemita and the others that 
night. Larry expressed how thankful he was for us to do enough 
work to get the family in the house almost three months early.  
Some of us were intent on getting some delicious southern barbe-
que before leaving N.C. After that, we went roller skating. A girl 
bravely came up to me and introduced herself at the roller rink, say-
ing that she remembered my speech from Tuesday morning. It was 
heartwarming.  
 
Saturday, March 19: 
 We cleaned until the church was spotless then piled into the cars, 
said goodbye, and left. While we were glad we would be able to 
sleep in our own beds that night, we also knew we would miss the 
church, the southern hospitality and the generosity of Albemarle. 
One of the great things about working on a community service pro-
ject is meeting the local volunteers and feeling like we are really 
making a difference. 

Bucknell Habitat Spring Break (continued) 
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Hope Builder Club 
Donations of $5 to $100 

Martha Barrick 
William Bastian 
Gloria & David Beckley 
Paul Billow 
J.W. &  C.M. Bingaman 
Paul & Carol Brann 
David & Joan Broscious 
Marilyn Brose 
Melanie Campbell 
Robert & Susan Caryl 
Donna & Dick Constant 
Janie Coyne 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn M.  
 Cunningham 
Charles & Donna Devanney 
Jack & Judy Dryden 
Gerald Eager 
Mr. & Mrs. David Faust 
Gary & Elizabeth Finke 
James & Linda Forster 
Edward & Bette Fox 
Ellen Gauthier & Steven Miller 
Kathryn Gearhart 
Rick & Evan Gora 
H. Marlene Grim 
Allan & Ann Grundstrom 
Robert & Wanda Harrison 
David & Vicki Heberlig 
Mark & Donna Hoffman 
Harold & Vida Holt 
Donald Houseley 

Stephen & Paula Irwin 
William & Linda Jarret 
Lucas Kauffman 
P. Joseph Keller 
Fred & Donnell Kelly 
Terry & Juay Kissinger 
Goldie Klinepeter 
Michael & Sally Kobus 
Greg & Barbara Krohn 
Barry & Roxanne Kuhns 
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Lemmons 
Theodore Lindquist, Jr. 
Russ McKee 
William & Mary Marlow 
Melvena Mattern 
Tom & Judy Mecouch 
Margaret Moyer 
Maureen M. Murphy 
Holly Paige 
F. B. & Pamela Paulsen 
George & Doris Pence 
Pamela Perna 
William & Linda Petry 
Jack & Sallie Pyper 
Bill & Barb Remaley 
Charles & Martha Root 
Dr. Mary Russin 
Carl & Jeanne Sampsell 
Scott W. Seebold 
Randal L. Shroyer 
Mick Smyer & Pat Piper 
Larry & Carol Snook 
Richard Snook 

Nancy Snyder 
Robert St. Clair 
David Stamets 
Leah Stein  
Susan Warner-Mills 
Thomas Martin & Louisa  
 Weber 
Hertha Wehr 
Pat Wendt 
David & Peggy Wilder 
Margaret Wilder 
Randy & Mona Yetter 
Advanced Settlements 
David Kyle Contracting 
Ink Spot Printing 
Larson Design Group, Inc. 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 
Mifflinburg Bank & Trust 
Mifflinburg Lumber & Supply 
 Company 
Open Door Gallery 
Snyder County Times 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

 
Foundation Builder Club 

Donations of $101 to $499 
Arthur & Karen Bowen 
Richard & Donna Constant 
Stephen Dagle 
Edward Hauck 
Richard & Mariane Jarret 
George & Zoya Jenks 

Peter Kresl & Lois Savard 
Eugenie & Tony McGlaughlin 
Janice & David Pearson 
Ruth Roush 
Hilda Strong 
Jeffrey Whitman 
Rebecca Wilson 
Day Excavating 
First Baptist Church  
   Lewisburg 
First Baptist Church Milton 
St. John’s United Church of    
   Christ 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran      
   Church 
Snyder & Union County   
   Times 
Swineford National Bank 

 
Dream Builder Club 

Donations of $500 or more 
Timothy & Kathy Eichner 
Norman Kerr 
Eugenie & Tony McGlaughlin 
Richard & Phyllis Snook 
First Presbyterian Church 
Oakwood Grove Townhomes 
The Mustard Seed 
The Northumberland National  
    Bank 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, Union-Snyder Habitat 2011 Club Members 

The Northumberland National Bank presented a check 
for $750 to Union-Snyder Habitat for Humanity on 

Aug. 3. The local organization is working on its 18th 
home in Kratzerville.  Pictured: left to right, are Todd 
Troxell, senior vice president of lending; Sandy Hop-
kins, development officer for Habitat; and Don Steele, 

Jr., chairman, president and CEO of the bank. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Union-Snyder Habitat for Humanity broke ground on a home for the Williams family during 
a ceremony June 18. The family, currently of West Milton, are the affiliate’s 19th partner 
family. A home dedication is slated for 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 15, at their new home, 4014 
Route 204 in Kratzerville. The public is invited to attend. 
 
Williams, an assistant teacher at Head Start who is pursuing a child development associ-
ate's certificate online as well as her medical assistant certification at McCann School of 
Business in Sunbury, hopes to open a daycare business one day. The home in Kratzerville 
is part of that dream. 

USHFH 
Board of Directors 

 

President — Mike Brockman 
Vice President — Vacant 
Treasurer — Greg Krohn 
Secretary — Holly Paige 
 

Members: 
Charles Devanney, Julia Ferrante, Rick Gora, Faith Hulslander, Don Fisher, Eric Lassahn,  
Terry Moore, Pam Perna, Mike Weaver 
 
 
USHFH is seeking a strong slate of leaders for the positions of President, Vice President, 
Development Chair, Construction Chair and Church Relations Chair in addition to at-large 

board members. Please e-mail info@ushfh.org for more information. 

New Start (continued) 


